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hundred years; and as late as 1906 there 
occurred an Arab uprising so serious that it 
drew 100,000 Turkish soldiers into the field. 

And while Turkish military success was at 
its height in the great war, Arabia bravely 
commenced hostilities. Her soldiers fought 
side by side with English Tommies, and the 
British recognized her independence. In the 
last offensive they not only took forty thousand 
prisoners, but by a rapid march cut off the 
Turkish line of retreat, enabling the British to 
capture seventy thousand more. 

Prince Feisal, delegate for Arabia to the 
Peace Conference, voices the hopes and ambi- 
tions of not only Hedjaz, but of the other 
provinces of Arabia — Yemen, Nejd, Syria, and 
upper and lower Mesopotamia. Their dream 
is a great federation of all Arab states from the 



Red Sea to the Persian Gulf — free from Turkish 
dominion and possibly under the protection of 
the United States. 

"The youngest independent state in Asia 
will be self-supporting," says the Prince of 
Hedjaz proudly. "Arabia has large quantities 
of copper, iron, mineral oils, and a little coal. 
With irrigation most of her desert land can be 
changed to fertile farming country." 

Disowning the leadership of the Caliph of 
Constantinople, spiritual head of the Moham- 
medans, Prince Feisal of Arabia is turning 
toward a Western civilization, a Christian 
country. "We have complete faith in 
America," he says. "At this moment the eyes 
of the whole East are turned toward her. It is 
up to her now to show that our faith is not 
misplaced." 
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The Church and Social Justice 

It is becoming constantly more evident 
that the economic movement to democracy 
and freedom is embodying an enthusiasm 
which is religious. The failure of the church 
in the early decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury to realize the meaning of the industrial 
revolution has brought untold misery to 
millions of the common people whom the 
church tries to serve. The time has come 
when the church must attempt to give guid- 
ance and unity to the many struggling groups 
who are doing their best to make earnest 
with democracy and are taking the ideal of 
economic liberty seriously. The history 
of the attitude of the church during the 
last half century makes the task especially 
difficult. Labor is suspicious of the church. 
A suggestion to the churches in this matter 
is made by Professor Albion W. Small in 
a recent number of the American Journal of 
Sociology. He recommends that the Lay- 
men's Committee on Inter-church Survey 
urge all churches to co-operate, 

(1) to organize and support a permanent com- 
mission for investigation into, and report upon, 
near and remote causes and details of any eco- 



nomic class conflicts which may develop in this 
country; (2) that the commission be instructed 
to study such conflicts on the ground, not as 
attempted arbitrators, but as accredited repre- 
sentatives of associated churches, with the aim 
of, so far as possible, exhausting all the material 
facts in the given case, especially those which 
have any appreciable bearing upon principles 
of justice; (3) that the associated churches be 
urged to make provision for the widest circula- 
tion of the reports of this committee among the 
leaders of thought, both ministers and laymen, 
in their respective bodies; (4) that the commis- 
sion be charged also with the duty of reporting, 
from time to time (primarily with reference 
to their accuracy, their fairness to all the inter- 
ests concerned, and the competence of their 
authors to pass judgment), upon books, pam- 
phlets, and magazine articles which purport to 
represent Christian principles at issue in eco- 
nomic conflicts; (5) that the commission be 
instructed to avoid duplication of work already 
in progress by organizations whose results are 
of such a character that they may be appropri- 
ated by the commission; (6) that the churches 
associated in this enterprise, and all others 
that approve of it, be urged to use their influence 
to secure for the publications of the commission 
all the attention which they may be found to 
deserve as materials for the construction of 
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standards of justice which shall apply Christian 
principles to the special conflicts of ideas about 
justice which develop under our present form 
of industrial organization." 

The Recruiting of Christian Leaders 

Dr. C. J. Carver makes an urgent appeal 
to the Y.M.C.A. workers to help in the most 
important problem of modern Christian 
democracy — the securing of men who are 
able to lead the church of the future. He 
writes in Rural Manhood for May. From 
all sides comes emphasis on the strategic 
importance of reaching the growing boyhood 
of the nation with the appeal of the Christian 
task. Psychology, general education, voca- 
tional experts, and leaders in religious edu- 
cation agree on some very definite con- 
clusions. First, that the life-work of an 
individual is being determined to an aston- 
ishing degree in our day during the "teen" 
age. Second, the period of the "teens" 
is one of high idealism and lofty enthusi- 
asms. To wait for the college age is to be 
too late with the appeal. Third, the high- 
school Freshman who elects a commercial 
or technical course of study is headed away 
from the ministry, the mission field, the 
social settlement, and the Association 
secretaryship. Fourth, careers in business 
law, medicine, engineering, and the life 
are being increasingly and most attractively 
offered to boys in the public schools while 
they receive no intelligent and attractive 
presentation of the claims of the so-called 
Christian callings. Since the Church, 
Missionary Boards, Social Work, and the 
Y.M.C.A. all need men for the various 
fields of work it would seem to be time to 
undertake a serious effort to find the boys 
who are to be the future leaders. 

The Association may be able to help the 
church in this matter. Of the ten million 
boys of "teen" age in the United States 
certainly not more than one-fourth are 
under the influence of the Sunday School. 
The "Y" is in touch with many of these 



boys and by its Boys' Work Department 
should be able to reinforce the appeal of the 
church in the case of the boys who are in 
the churches, and reach those who are 
outside. The new Standard program will 
be a great help in this regard. There 
seems to be special responsibility placed 
upon the rural association work, not only 
because the majority of the best leaders 
come from the country but because 60 per 
cent of the "teen" age boys of America 
live in communities of 2,500 population 
or under. The accomplishment of this 
task of keeping at full tide the supply of 
leaders is a most essential element in the 
security of the new Christian democracy. 

Boys and a Good Time 

The multitude of benefits which came to 
the soldiers by the welfare work built for 
them by a devoted citizenship has made 
many people anxious that every community 
should have a center like the cantonment 
"hut" to provide a rallying-place for the 
boys. The ease with which all the advan- 
tages of the play and amusement centers 
of the camps may be secured in any local 
community is the theme of W. B. Forbush 
writing in the Graded Sunday School 
Magazine for June. Out of a long experi- 
ence with boy life he speaks assuringly to 
those "who appreciate the necessity of 
guarded and guided recreation for the boys, 
yet fear that the means are not at hand to 
provide such opportunities. " 

Mr. Forbush's encouragement is to the 
effect that an elaborate equipment is not 
necessary. That the best kind of amuse- 
ment is self amusement. "The most 
popular entertainments in camp were those 
the soldiers got up for themselves." The 
most crowded places in the elaborately 
equipped centers of New York City were 
those where there was the minimum of 
program and patronizing and the maximum 
of liberty and fellowship. His experience 
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in a poorly equipped church in competition 
with an ornate Boys' Club near by was to 
the same effect. The boys came to his 
group because "they could have their own 
say" in it. The equipment is always second- 
ary. The second thing emphasized is the 
importance of leadership. Fidelity and 
sportmanship seem to be the two most 
necessary qualities of a good boys' leader. 
The third thing is that simple recreation is 
usually all that is necessary to hold and 
interest boys. They like lively exercise, 
laughter, and games and these can be 
obtained for the greater part of the year 
outdoors and without the need of equip- 
ment. 

Finally, these things may be mentioned: 
that boys like to belong to something that 
is their own; that they respond to genuine 
friendly leadership; and that they like best 
lively, co-operative play, linked up in a most 
striking way with their religious life. The writer 
has just returned from a city conference with 
boys, where the boys came out of a swimming 
pool to hear him talk, where the chairman of 
the meeting was a boy, where the thing which 
followed his address was a college yell, and where 
the next and closing event was a prayer by a 
boy. It was all of a piece as life is all of a 
piece. A boy's play and his friendships and 
his religion should be matters of every day, 
intertwining with each other and each helping 
the other. 

The Czechoslovak Evangelical Union 
of America 

A very interesting conference of Czecho- 
slovak Protestant churches in America 
took place during June 25 and 27. 
One hundred and twenty-five Czecho- 
slovak Baptist, Congregational, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Reformed churches in 
America sent 112 delegates to confer to- 
gether regarding the religious conditions in 



Czechoslovakia, the Americanization work 
here, and the possibility of creating some 
union of Czechoslovak Protestants in 
America. 

The conference was a very lively one 
and was earnest in all of its dealings. It was 
felt that a union based on the simple prin- 
ciple "Freedom in beliefs and order, unity 
in life and work" was possible. The new 
constitution of the union is based upon this 
principle. The highest aims as accepted 
by the union were the following: (1) To 
bring the spirit of Jesus Christ into the 
lives of our people, (2) To help and encour- 
age the religious awakening in Czecho- 
slovakia, (3) To support the widows and 
orphans of our fallen brethren over there, 
(4) To help in the Americanization of our 
people here, (5) To study and oppose all 
adverse movements to Christianity, and 
(6) To promote a mutual understanding and 
awakening among our churches here. An 
executive committee of sixteen, representing 
all denominations, was chosen to carry out 
these aims. The brethren V. Krenek and 
V. Kralicek were appointed to represent 
the union in Czechoslovakia this summer, 
that is, to investigate the religious, moral, 
and economical conditions there and to 
report to the committee. The union also 
passed a resolution calling for immediate 
collecting of money among our Czecho- 
slovaks here for the support of our orphans 
in Czechoslovakia. 

The conference closed with a Bible con- 
ference where several biblical truths were 
studied. A similar conference to this will 
take place next year. It was unanimously 
expressed that the conference was very 
successful and that the Czechoslovak 
churches in America have made a step 
forward in Christian work. 



